mississippi burning
Razmišljam kako je teklo sudjenje: reč tužilaštva – Price se nasmeje i pljune, mase otpozdravljaju. Sudija, ne krijući superioran osmeh NadRase prezrivo pogleda „šimpanzu“  (kako je voleo da naziva odredjene svedoke)i klimanjem glave daje signal da može da nastavi.

Bela porota, i beli sudija. 
Ko bi mogao pomisliti da će Misisipi tih dana videti nešto drugačije? 
U nedelju, 21. Juna 1964, negde oko deset sati izjutra nestalo je troje ljudi. Michael Schwerner (24), James Chaney (21) i Andrew Goodman (20). 
Šerif je odmah objavio da je nestanak isceniran, u “pokušaju da se tom delu države dâ negativan publicitet.”, a guverner Pul B Johnson dodao je, da “mogu biti i na Kubi”, protiveći se podizanju optužnice protiv članova klana, jer  „nemaju  slučaj i da samim tim nema smisla izvršiti hapšenja.“
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44 dana kasnije, po anonimnoj dojavi (http://www6.district125.k12.il.us/~bbradfor/miburn-mrx.html ), tela su pronadjena. Negde sam pročitala da je utvrdjeno da je jedan od njih živ zakopan, a da je Chaney, verovatno podlegao povredama, pre nego li su u njega ispaljena tri hica. U akciji izvlačenja tela učestvovao je i zamenik šerifa, Cecil Price. 
Od 18 optuženih, na dvonedeljnom sudjenju, sedmorica su osudjena kaznama od tri do deset godina. (niko nije odslužio više od 6) 
Medju njima se našao i zamenik šerifa, Cecil Price. Federalni sudija William Cox je, prilikom izricanja presude izjavio da su ubjeni „one nigger, one jew and one white man“.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._v._Cecil_Price_et._al.

Medju neosudjenima je, sem demokratskog kandidata za šerifa, i sveštenik Edgar Ray Killen, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edgar_Ray_Killen , http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kleagle , 

za koga se sumnjalo da je mastermind cele operacije.  Spasao ga je glas žene, koja „jednostavno nije mogla da osudi svešteno lice“. (hung jury) 
(slika: Goodman, Chaney i Schwerner)  
Misisipi 2005. Case REopened 
D. Molpus ( http://www.truthout.org/docs_2005/062905O.shtml ) je izgubio u trci za guvernera, nakon što je otvoreno pričao o prošlosti.   ("But remember that I'm no different than most folks around here," Molpus says. "I didn't start out being who I am today. I grew.”) 
Klinci:  http://www.theage.com.au/news/Film/Girls-documentary-prompts-arrest/2005/01/10/1105206048321.html
Sasvim običan starac u invalidskim kolicima. „Bog je ljubav“, kaže on, a kasnije, pomislivši da su kamere isključene, uz osmeh i sasvim nevino, dodaje „Pa, sišli su sa drveća kasnije od nas“.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/4167913.stm
Javnost nije sigurna da on danas predstavlja bilo kakvu pretnju po zajednicu (tonski zapis, kog se dokopao novinar Jerry Mitchell: „Ukoliko budeš nastavio da njuškaš, razvlačiću te po ulic!i“), dok onako, bez donje vilice, još jednom izgovara „not guilty“. (tužilaštvu ne ide na ruku ni činjenica da su svedoci već davno pomrli, kao ni freak accident, u kojoj je Cecil Price, inače jako cenjen medju lokalnim stanovništvom, nastradao.)
Ispred sudnice, predstavnik odbrane, ili tako neki pobornik za prava bele rase, objašnjava kako je inkriminisana trojka u stvari pripadala komunističkom pokretu i da su kao takvi, predstavljali pretnju zbog svojih subverzivnih aktivnosti. U sudnici, bivši gradonačelnik daje izjavu da je kju kluks klan poznat po brojnim dobročinstvima, i da njegova saznanja (koja dosežu mnogo dublje od svih ostalih) ne potvrdjuju da su ikada bili nasilni. 
Edgar Ray Killen je osudjen na 60 godina zatvora. U nedostatku dokaza, kriv je za ubistvo iz nehata. Po izlasku iz sudnice, ne želeći da komentariše, prezrivo je, iz svojih invalidskih kolica odgurnuo mikrofon novinara. Moguće da je kiseonik, koji su mu na nos davali prilikom čitanja presude, ovom, inače slabašnom propovedniku, dao snagu.  
Edgar Ray Killen 
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Edgar Ray Killen, a thirty-eight-year-old, ordained Baptist minister, was the point man in the conspiracy to murder three civil rights workers in Neshoba County, Mississippi on June 21, 1964.  It was Killen ("the Preacher") who Deputy Sheriff Price contacted that Sunday afternoon to get the word out to local klansmen that he was holding for their later disposal three men, including Mickey Schwerner, the much despised "Goatee." 

Killen, the owner of a local sawmill and a former unsuccessful candidate for sheriff, was a marginal character until Sam Bowers appointed him "kleagle," or klavern recruiter and organizer, for the Neshoba and Lauderdale County klan.  He zealously performed his duties, as evidenced by the over seventy men who met on June 16 in Meridian to plan a trip to Mount Zion Church in Longdale, where they hoped to find and kill Schwerner.  Instead of encountering Schwerner, they found only local blacks, who the klan badly beat before burning down their church. 
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After Killen received word from Price that Schwerner and the other two civil rights workers were being held in jail, he travelled to Meridian in Lauderdale County to meet with other klan bigwigs at the Longhorn Drive-In.  Phone calls were made and recruits signed up for a trip that evening to Neshoba County.  A larger group of Klan met at Akin's Mobile Homes in Meridian, where Killen informed them of the plan he had worked out with Price for the three men's release shortly after dark.  He told klan members participating in the murderous expedition to get rubber gloves.  A meeting was scheduled near the courthouse in Philadelphia for 8:15.  When  the Meridian klan arrived in Philadelphia, Killen took them on a driveby tour of the jail that held their quarry, then rushed off to establish his alibi by attending a wake for an uncle at the local funeral home. 

The FBI was informed of Killen's role in the conspiracy by informant Wallace Miller, Killen's first klan recruit.  Killen was one of nineteen men arrested on December 4, 1964.  At his trial in 1967, Killen created a stir by passing  to his defense attorney a question for a prosecution witness, Reverand Charles Johnson.   His attorney then asked the question in cross-examination.  Is it true, Killen asked, that Johnson and Michael Schwerner had tried to "get young Negro males to sign statements that they would rape one white woman a week during the hot summer of 1964 here in Mississippi?"   The judge was not amused by the question, and demanded to know where it came from. 

The jury was unable to reach a verdict on Killen's guilt. 

In June 2005, Killen was retried on state charges.  Judge Marcus Gordon  Killen to serve three 20-year terms, one for each conviction of manslaughter in connection with the deaths of Chaney, Goodman, and Schwerner in 1964.  Judge Gordon said in pronouncing sentence, "I have taken into consideration that there are three lives in this case and that the three lives should be absolutely respected."  Sentencing followed Killen's conviction earlier in the week.  The manslaughter convictions came after nearly three days of jury deliberations.  The jury found that there was reasonable doubt as to whether Killen intended that the klansmen kill the civil rights workers, and thus did not return a murder conviction.  
